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“The number of overdose deaths from painkillers more than tripled over a decade - a trend that a 
U.S. health official called an epidemic.” 

Associated Press,  
November 1, 2011 

 
“Prescription painkillers have now surpassed car accidents as the leading cause of accidental death 
in the United States” 

National Center for Health Statistics,  
June 21, 2012 

 
“Results from a 2014 analysis indicate that emergency department visits related to opioid overdose 
quadrupled over the past 2 decades.” 

Hasegawa K, Espinola JA, Brown DF, et al. Trends in U.S.  
emergency department visits for  opioid overdose, 

 1993-2010. Pain Med. 2014;15(10): 1765-1770. 
 
 
On March 15, 2016, the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, and the National 
Center for Injury Prevention and Control, 
posted their, “Guideline for Prescribing 
Opioids for Chronic Pain,” online as a CDC 
Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report 
(MMWR) Early Release. 

 
 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/65/rr/rr6501e1.htm 
 
“Canada should adopt nationwide ‘enforceable guidelines’ to limit the prescribing of opioid pain 
medication and doctors should be sanctioned if they fail to follow them.” 

Fischer B, Rehm J, Tyndall M. Effective Canadian policy to reduce harms 
from prescription opioids: learning from past failures. Can Med  

Assoc J. 2016;188:1240-1244. 
 
 
 “Within 3 months, B.C. doctors have become the 
first in Canada to be legally bound by strict new 
standards for prescribing opioids and other 
addictive drugs.” 

The Vancouver Sun 
June 1, 2016. 

 
 

 
“Dentists follow primary care physicians as the second-leading prescribers of immediate-release 
opioids and, as such, dentists have been identified as having an important role in opioid abuse 
prevention efforts.” 

Denisco RC, Kenna GA, O’Neil MG, et al. Prevention of prescription opioid abuse: the role  
of the dentist. J Am Dent Assoc. 2011;142(7):800-810;  

Oakley M, O’Donnell J, Moore PA, et al. The rise in prescription drug abuse: raising awareness 
in the dental community. Compend Contin Educ Dent Suppl. 2011;32(6):14-16,18-22. 
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